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Features and origin of Habermas’s life world theory
Based on the misunderstanding aspect in the study of it

LIU Zhidan
(School of Marxism, Liaoning Shihua University, Fushun 113001, China)

Abstract: The life world is the background assumptions by which Habermas guarantees the mutual understanding
among communication actors. It plays a key role in the formal pragmatics and communicative action theory. At present,
there is the misunderstanding of genealogy in the study of Habermas’s life world theory, that is, Habermas’s source of
ideas just stems from the phenomenological life world theory. Indeed, syntheses is one of the important features of his
thought which integrats speculative continental philosophy with analytical Anglo-American philosophy, which the
genealogy of Habermas’s life world reflects. Therefore, the source of ideas of Habermas’s life world theory lies in the
following five aspects: the phenomenological life world theory; phenomenological sociological life world theory;
Durkheim’s collective consciousness theory; Mead’s self theory; Popper’s three-world theory.

Key Words: Habermas; life world; life world theory; collective consciousness theory; self theory; three-world theory
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