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Influence of Guo Songtao’s thought of foreign affairs on
his friendship with Chen Baozhen and on the
Constitutional Reform and Modernization in Hunan

WANG Jungiao, HAO Xingyan

(College of Marxist Education, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China; Institute of Modern History,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, China)

Abstract: Guo Songtao and Chen Baozhen were comrades in foreign affairs and like-minded officials. They had the
same political and academic thought, and the similarity brought about the common sorrowful result. The similarity in
their thought made them form profound friendship, moreover extraordinary relationship deepened each other influence,
especially Guo’s thought in foreign affairs exerted profound influence to Chen who was afterwards in charge of the
Modernization Movement in Hunan. Chen Baozhen, being as the perfectionist of the educational thought, the executive
man of the administrative thought and the executor of the prosperous concept, carried out the Guo’s ideas. Reviewing
their development of friendship, can evoke us more consideration of the start-up of Hunan modernization

Key Words: Guo Songtao; Chen Baozhen; thought of foreign affairs; the Constitutional Reform and Modernization in

Hunan [4riE: 7 E)



