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On Non-linguistic Factors in Literary Translation
—A Case Study of Bing Xin’s Translation of Gitanjali

LIN Jiaxin
(School of foreign languages, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract: Gitanjali, one of the best poetry anthologies in the world, marks the summit of Tagore’s poetry writing. It has
been translated into Chinese language several times by different translators, which, to some extent, reflects the
popularity of this collection in China. Borrowing the three factors in Lefevere’s Rewriting Theory, and putting the
subjective conditions of translators into consideration, this paper analyzes and discusses the main non-linguistic
determinants of Bing Xin’s translation, and as a result works out the important status and role of non -linguistic factors
in the producion of Bing Xin’s translation of Gitanjali. The paper also provides reference for the future research of
non-linguistic factors in literary translation.

Key Words: Tagore; Gitanjali; Bing Xin; Rewriting Theory; non-linguistic factors; translation
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