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Sad melody in China’s countryside: Walking along singing in
the Nasty World

XU Xinhong
(Anhui University of Finance & Economics, School of Literature, Art & Media, Bengbu, 233030, China)

Abstract: Jia Pingwa’s new novel “Dai Deng” focused on the description of the rural disease in China’s countryside.
Firstly, the aesthetic effect on the subject of rural diseases unfolded by way of defamiliarization and aesthetic distance
based on the “leaving-returning” narrative structure; Secondly, the monologue of Dai Deng, the leading character was
shown by the novel’s epistolary style which described the contradictory complexity in the grass-roots units and her
character combination; Thirdly, through the analysis of Dai Deng’s somnambulism image, the novel suggested the
deconstruction of idealist mental servitude and the dissociation of political discourses. Finally, based on the narrative
strategy throughout the novel, probed into the presence of the gaps on the narrative voices by coming off the breaks and
effectiveness of narrative communications.

Key Words: jiapingwa; Dai Deng; rural fission; realism; epistolary style; narrative perspective; poetics of space
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