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From essence to universals: the perspective evolution of
Terry Eagleton in The Event of Literature

YIN Zhike
(Literature College of Shandong University, Ji’nan 250100, China)

Abstract: Terry Eagleton has kept a watchful eye on the essential issue these years. In The Event of Literature
published 2012, Eagleton discussed the essence of literature issue by virtue of a term Universals of scholasticism in the
Middle Ages., and gave literature an essential definition with an anti-essential thought. Eagleton holds that literature has
its essential attribution on the realism position and meanwhile, he holds that literature is an specific nominalism. He
insists that the reason of essential and anti-essential minds of literature both exist, due to the double position that
different people adhere to realism and nominalism. If we agree that literature has its very definition, we stand on the
radical realism point; and if literature hasn’t its essence, we stand on the radical nominalism.
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From urban space to flowing space——
Review of Manuel Castells’ spatial theory

NIU Junwei
(College of Marx, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, China)

Abstract: Manuel Castells’ spatial theory consists of early urban spatial theory and later flowing spatial theory. In the
former, space is regarded as the material expression of special society, as a segmentation of space, cities are always
structured by collective consumption on reproducing labor power in the developed capitalist stage. In the latter, space is
defined as the material support of time-sharing social practices, with the rise of network society, and the domination of
flowing space to local space is becoming the leading spatial logic in modern society. The essence from urban space to
flowing space lies in the following aspects: its perspective develops from one-dimensional city to pluralistic city,
research methods changed from structuralism to structure theory, narrative logic changes from capital to power, and the
theory standpoint turned from radical leftists of Marxism to the conservative right wing of postmodernism.
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