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On the role of money in economic crime
CHEN Ping
(Law school of Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: The role that money plays in economic crime needs to be clarified. The essential characteristics and social
functions of money are of great significance to the study of economic crime. Specifically, that is primarily about how
money motivates crime, structures the opportunities for it and provides the instruments to simplify it. Three social
functions of money — unit of account, store of value and means of payment, can be launched as a starting point to
expand the analysis step by step. Existing theories of economics and sociology of monetary functions provide some
references for the interpretation of economic crime. However, there is no doubt that there are some defects and
deficiencies in these theories. After the necessary review and analysis, future prospects of this field ought to be
expounded.

Key Words: money; economic crime; social functions; unit of account; store of value; means of payment
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