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“Action reveals the person”——
A review of Karol Wojtyla’s philosophical anthropology

ZHOU Lanlan
(School of Marxism, Jilin Normal University, Changchun 136000, China)

Abstract: “Action” is the core concept in Karol Wojtyla’s philosophical anthropology, and that “Action reveals the
person” is his basic view, contains two layers of meaning. One is that action and consciousness is the root of man to be
man, and the other is that man to be man needs the “transcendence” and “integration” of action. Among which, the
“transcendence” implies that man can transcend over limit because of his free action and he can complete himself by
self-determination of which the “integration” is a safeguard to man’s unity in ontological meaning. Karol Wojtyla’s
philosophical anthropology overturns the rationalistic tradition since Descartes and it rebuilds the combination between
the thinking object and the thinking process itself.

Key Words: Karol Wojtyla; individual person; action; transcendence; integration; philosophical anthropology

[4miE: BIKFA]



