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The peculiarity of schema—Based on the historical investigation of Kant
and Piaget’s schema theories

JIANG Kaitian
(Institute of Philosophy and Cross-culture, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: Kant and Piaget’s schema theories have some historical inheritance. Through the investigation on the schema
theories, the author finds that the schema has four peculiarities: the structural nature, the dynamic feature, the
subjectivity and the intermediary role. The structural nature, the dynamic feature and the subjectivity are the basic
peculiarities of schema. The intermediary role is the essential peculiarity of schema. From the structural nature and the
dynamic feature, we can understand the basic structure and mechanism of cognition. The subjectivity can remove the
obstacles for the unity of subject and object, and the subjectivity and the intermediary role can criticize and improve the
traditional epistemology. The discussion on basic characteristics of schema of Kant is the first time in the history of
epistemology by assuming the existence of schema, based on the requirement of kant’s priori philosophy, trying to solve
specific perceptual to transition problem of intellectual. However, Piaget uses empirical science as the basis to clarify
the actual process and mechanism of the occurrence and development of cognition and to find evidence for Kant’s
schema theory in ontogeny and psychology. He not only confirmed the objective existence of schema, but also made the
cognition structure theory a necessary content in the field of epistemologycan. In other words, Piaget’s schema theory is
the progress and improvement of Kant’s schema theory.

Key Words: Kant; Piaget; schema; the structural nature; the dynamic feature; the subjectivity; the intermediary role
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