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On nihilism of Nietzsche

LEI Wenxue

(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350108, China)

Abstract: Nihilism is one concept of Nietzsche’s philosophy. But this concept is understood from a negative and a

single perspective in academia. In fact, nihilism was given many complex connotations by Nietzsche. It refers to that

the old value itself is worthless and that the value is vacuum because the value has been deconstructed. It also refers to

the ideological weapon and the ideological goals. Nihilism is the world’s most profound psychological background on

which Nietzsche observed world. Nietzsche used nihilism as a weapon to critique traditional European values such as

Christian, moral and scientific rationality and to critique his own core concept—the will to power. Nietzsche’s

philosophy began in earnest in nihilism, beyond the nihilism, and eventually failed to get rid of nihilism. Nihilism has

ontological significance to Nietzsche.

Key Words: Nietzsche; nihilism; Christian civilization; science and rational civilization; the will to power
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