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An Exploration into the Pragmatic Veins of Book of Changes:
An Interpretation of Politeness in the Divinatory Symbol of
Modesty (Qiang Gua)

MAO Yansheng

(Foreign Languages Department of Harbin Engineering University, Heilongjiang 150001, China)

Abstract: This paper is initiated to conduct an exploration into the politeness in the Divinatory Symbol of Modesty

(Qiang Gua) in the Book of Changes as an effort to respond to the challenge from “Emancipatory Pragmatics” on the

basis of Chinese documents. It is found that in the Divinatory Symbol of Modesty (Qiang Gua) the sense of politeness is

omnipresent from the symbol, to the lines and further explanation with regard to iconicity, systemicity and holography,

which contributes to the superiority and sharpness compared with its Anglo-American counterparts.

Key Words: Book of Changes; Qian Gua; Politeness; the model for pragmatic studies; study of native languages
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