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On construction of practical dimension of aesthetics:
A critical study from Kant through Hegel to
traditional Chinese aesthetics

ZHANG Wanlin
(Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: After a critical study of Kant’s and Hegel’s aesthetics, this paper discusses constructing a practical dimension
of aesthetics by introducing traditional Chinese aesthetics. Kant argued that there is no such thing as “pure” aesthetics,
so he did try to conceive a practical dimension of aesthetics but failed due to his denying an external purpose in
aesthetics. However, the beautiful for Hegel is “the sensuous manifestation of the idea”. Since the “idea” in Hegel’s
aesthetics is a philosophical concept and can’t be sensed, felt or grasped by everybody, his intention of constructing a
practical dimension of aesthetics was unfulfilled. But traditional Chinese aesthetics regards cultivating the heart and
nature culture as its aim, meanwhile, this aesthetics offers feasibly from self-cultivation, thus the practical dimension of
aesthetics can be constructed.

Key Words: Kant; Hegel; Confucianism; aesthetics; practice [4m3E: BiKFA]



