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The Form of Literary Anthologies in the Song Dynasty
DENG Jian
(School of Literature, Guangdong Ocean University, Zhanjiang 524088, China)

Abstract: The form of literary anthologies in the Song Dynasty not only inherited from the previous dynasties, but also
had many changes and innovations. For instance, the classified bases were more diversified, and the categories more
detailed in arranging the literary works according to the categories, Secondly, they were more flexible as to their
multi-level structures, Thirdly, in the aspect of differentiating, some anthologies differentiated from the literary works
strictly, and some ranked only in order to demonstrate the result of competition in writing contests or exams. The
relatively stable and flexible form of literary anthologies in the Song Dynasty had the effects of inspiration and
demonstration on the compilation of later literary anthologies.

Key Words: Song Dynasty; literary anthologies; the style categories; the author categories; classifications and
categories
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