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Belmont:

An Attemptive Study of the Psychological Mechanism of Conceptualization
LIU Jin"?, QIN Yuxiang®

(1. Foreign Studies College, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China;
2. Foreign Language Department, Hengyang Normal University, Hengyang 421002, China)

Abstract: Cognitive linguistics holds that meaning and grammar are inseparable, grammar is the structuraing of
conceptual content and meaning determines grammar to a great extent. Therefore, conceptualization becomes one of the
core issues of study in cognitive linguistics. Conceptualization is a type of cognitive activity in nature. This paper, by
basing itself on related findings in cognitive psychology, makes a preliminary interpretation of the psychological
mechanism involved in conceptualization. It holds that the attention mechanism plays a significant role in both
conceptualization and the selection of ways of conceptualization. The cognitive mechanisms and laws revealed by
cognitive psychology can not only provide scientific basis for the study of cognitive linguistics, but also guide linguistic
research in a more efficient way and deepen the understanding of conceptualization theory.

Key Words: cognitive linguistics; conceptualization; grammar; cognitive psychological mechanism; attention
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