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Substantive rules determined through the legal system
——An analysis of the applicable law

DONG Shuiqing
(International Law School, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 200042, China)

Abstract: There are different opinions on whether “applicable law” refers to “specific substantive rules” or “legal
system of a country” in the theoretical circle. The author avoids concept of applicable law and defines contents of
applicable law according to features of applicable law and relevant systems of international private law. This paper
points out that the applicable law and conflict rules are two independent concepts and the legal system (subordination)
found based on conflict rules is only the first step to find applicable law. Finding of specific laws to determine the rights
and obligations relationship of the parties is the final end of finding laws. The applicable law is the specific laws and
regulations that are finally determined through the legal system. This kind of demarcation conforms to anticipation of
the parties involved in foreign-related civil and commercial matters to “applicable law”.

Key Words: applicable law; legal system; substantive legal rules; conflict rules; subordination
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