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On the exact date of “January in the First Year of Zaichu” in
Wuzhou Dynasty

ZHANG Xinguo
(College of History and Civilization, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, China)

Abstract: Up till now the academic field has produced several different opinions on what date “January in the first year
of Zaichu” referring to in Wuzhou Dynasty. Some consider the date as in November 689. However, others regard it as
March 690. In addition, still others believe that “January” in the date is the traditional lunar January before Zaichu in
fact. According to the starting date of “the first year of Zaichu” being identified again in Turpan Documents, together
with historical data, the date of making up household registration in Tang Dynasty, as well as the assurances in Shoushi
documents, the author indicates that the date should be in January 690.
Key Words: Turpan Documents; the first year of Zaichu; November; the traditional lunar January; Shoushi for next
year
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