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On political tendency of the Carolingian historical documents

ZHU Junyi, WANG Jinxin
(School of History and Literature, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: On evaluating the operating mechanism of the medieval west historiography and comparing the operating
mechanism of ancient west historiography with the operating mechanism of ancient Chinese historiography, it is usually
believed in domestic academic circles that there is no close relationship between western historiography and secular
power in the middle ages. In fact, the opinion doesn’t conform to the actual situation. In the Carolingian period,
Carolingian historiography was tainted with the strong subjective color and political bias because that the Carolingian
royal court supported and influenced historiography. In the heyday period of the Carolingian dynasty, many historical
works all had a political tendency hostile to Merovingian dynasty and supported Carolingian dynasty. In the civil period
of the Carolingian dynasty, the political positions of the many historical works were widely different and were in
diametrical opposition to each other because that their authors belonged to different political camps.

Key Words: the medieval west historiography; Carolingian period; historical documents; political tendency; annals;
Charlemagne
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