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Preliminary research on strengthening legal effect of EIA
—An analysis based on typical cases in environmental protection
projects in the Three Gorges of Changjiang

YANG Xing
(Department of Law, Guangdong University of Finance, Guangzhou 510521, China)

Abstract: China has established the environmental impact assessment system (EIA System) based on Law of the
People’s Republic of China on Appraising of Environment Impacts. It is a systematic conclusion of the practice of
environmental impact assessment system in the past 30 years and its significance is self-evident. However, the EIA
system, in practice, reflects some imperfect phenomenon such as “high implementation percentage with poor legal
effectiveness”. There are three factors that led to the poor effectiveness and affected the realization of the EIA system
function: a) unstable national environmental policy. b) Formal public participation in the EIA system. c¢) Absence of
environmental public interest litigation system. In addition, the dominance of the administration power, to a certain
extent, alienated the ETA system somehow.

Key Words: environmental impact assessment system; the legal effectiveness; environmental policy
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