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Ku Hongming’s research on the moral civilization of Confucian
WU Zhengchun
(The School of Marxism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: On the background of western civilization dominating in the modern world, Ku Hong-Ming proposed an idea
that the essence of civilization was a moral criterion, which began from the logical relationship between moral and
civilization. In a comparative view of the Confucian Civilization and the Western Modern Civilization, Ku Hong-Ming
thought that the Western Modern Civilization was lack of a noble moral foundation, and under the influence of
commercialism in 19th century, the western Liberalism Civilization had become a Materialistic Civilization; but the
Confucian Civilization was based on “moral responsibility”, and it put interests after morality, which was a mature
civilization with a reasonable moral foundation. Ku Hong-Ming’s analysis of the moral essence and modern value of
Confucian reflected his deep understanding of moral reason of Confucian, which enlightens us to reflect the value of the
Confucian today. But Ku Hong-Ming’s point of civilization reflects a moral departmentalism tendency, he paid much
more attention on morality and spirit than on power and material, which is a biased view of civilization.

Key Words: Ku Hongming; civilization; morality; the Confucian Civilization; the Modern Civilization
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