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Discussion on the particularity and universality of Confucian ethics in view
of the blood relation between parents and children
——My second paper about “fathers and sons keep their crimes secret for
each other” in Analects

LI Gaorong
(School of Marxism, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Several years ago, Mencius on the Chinese ancient emperor Shun and the topic of “fathers and sons keep
their crimes secret for each other” in the section 13.18 in Analects caused sharp debates on the relation between ethic
and law. The central contention between the supporters and the opponents was mainly about the particularity and
universality of Confucian ethics. The dichotomy between particularity and universality which falls into the western
categories isn’t unique reading type of all kinds of civilization, culture and ethical value. The proper understanding to
Confucius’ thought should trace to the texts of Analects. In fact, there is distinction on their arrangement but not on their
intrinsic nature among “Qin”, “benevolence”, “love” and “ritual”. “QinQin” is the root of “benevolence” and “ritual”,
and consanguinity is the birthland of the human relations. The traditional culture of confucianism which thinks highly
of family and the light of “QinQin” which exceeds all utility have their special values and meanings to relax the
contemporary conflicts in all kinds of cultural pluralism.

Key Words: “QinQin”; benevolence; ritual; “fathers and sons keep their crimes secret for each other”
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