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The typical historical materialism in the Social gender issues
—The research of Marx “The Abstract of Morgan’s Ancient Society”

SHI Wei

(Marxism Department of Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: About Morgan “Ancient Society” Karl Marx made a series of explanations of gender issues in the historical
process of the whole human society. According to Marx, property rights and the development of human society is the
most fundamental driving force in the family. Possession of the property and distribution of human social life is the
most important content. Growth of social wealth and patriarchal kinship basic requirement is the most important reason
in family and marriage relations, especially the status of women in social life. The property relations is not only
changing the relationship of marriage from a matriarchal to patriarchy, which works not only in the domestic sphere, but
also gained the advantages in the political relations and social relations through property relations. Patriarchal through
the social life and political system makes itself to a considerable degree. Because the property ownership and
inheritance is the most important reason, the property inheritance relationships became even superior to women and
exploitation of human beings and generate over private ownership relations. Only by lifting exploitation and elimination
of private ownership of property on the basis of the relationship between fundamental as the only measure of social
form of society, may women’s issues get digested.

Key Words: Karl Marx; gender issues; historical materialism; Ancient Society; property rights; patriarchy
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