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Several issues about Chencheng being appointed and relieved of
Expeditionary Force Commander

LIU Huijun, ZHANG Zhidan
(School of Literature, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: For the purpose of training Expeditionary Force and being convenient for retaking Burma, Chiang Kai-shek
decided to appoint Chencheng as commander of the Expeditionary Force in late 1942. Chencheng’s attitude to retake
Burma was negative, and he was reluctant to assume office in view of the difficult situation of Chiang Kai-shek. For the
reasons of age-old malpractice of the army and financial embarrassment, Chencheng’s attitude to the prospect of
retaking Burma was very pessimistic. He resigned to Chiang Kai-shek repeatedly and did not receive the permission.
The reason of Chencheng resigning when he served nearly nine months was that he could not assume office because of
the recurrence of his gastric disease, not that his relationship with Stillwell caused Chiang Kai-shek’s suspicion.

Key Words: Chencheng; Expeditionary Force commander; retaking Burma
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