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Edicts of Wenxuan and Xiaotong’s Advocating to Elegant Style

ZHAO Junling

(College of Literature, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: The Edicts chosen by Xiaotong were taken as outstanding works by other critics. But Xiaotong attached

importance to Zhao and Ce from Wei and Jin Dynasties, at the same time he payed attention to Ling, Jiao and Wen from

Southern Dynasties, which indicated that Xiaotong’s standard wasn’t in consistent with different styles. He valued those

brilliant works, but this standard wasn’t adapted to each style. To many styles, for example Zhao, Ce, etc, he attached

importance to the works from Wei and Jin Dynasties, instead of those brilliant works from Southern Dynasties. We

shouldn’t ignore Xiaotong’s view about advocating Elegant Style, otherwise we wouldn’t explain some phenomena

about several stylistics of Wenxuan.

Key Words: Xiaotong; Wenxuan; Edicts of Wenxuan; Standard to chose works
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