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On the Temple Image in Tang Dynasty’s Love Stories

XIONG Ming
(College of Literature, Liaoning University, Shenyang 110036, China)

Abstract: There are a lot of temple images in Tang Dynasty’s love stories, be they the romance between common
people or that between man and other species, few specialists in the field have noticed it so far. Indeed, the temple
image in Tang’s love stories reflects the role of temples in the life of Tang’s scholars. The temple image is an integral
part of Tang’s love stories, playing a decisive role in narration, such as implying the character’s identity, providing the
main spectacle, or connecting plots. At the same time, the large number of temple images in Tang’s love stories has a
special aesthetic implication of folk customs.

Key Words: Tang Dynasty’s love stories; temples and temple images; artistic presentation; the function of novels
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