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An analysis of concept and connotation of political party consciousness,
ruling party consciousness and governance consciousness for CPC

XIAO Tiejian, LI Zengmei
(School of Marxism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Political party consciousness, ruling party consciousness and governance consciousness are three different
concepts of political party culture. At present, the academic circles have different understanding on it and face two
problems. One is conceptual confusion, the other is that the content definition is inaccurate. The CPC’s political party
consciousness refers to all members of CPC and the party’s consensus formed by nature, tenet, program, mission, and
so on various aspects of CPC. Ruling party consciousness refers to the CPC thinking about how to resolve ruling duty
questions like building the Chinese characteristic socialism, a well-off society and realize socialist modernization as an
incumbent party. Governance consciousness refers to the CPC thinking about how to perform administration functions,
consolidate the ruling position and realize the goal as a ruling party, it is the inherent ruling mold of thinking which
forms the party’s ruling practice, party organizations and member’s brains. The relations of political party
consciousness, ruling party consciousness and governance consciousness is that political party consciousness include
ruling party consciousness, ruling party consciousness include ruling consciousness, the three levels decrease in turn.
The CPC'’s political party consciousness includes two large pieces of content: revolutionary party consciousness and
ruling party consciousness. The main contents of the CPC’s ruling party consciousness are comprehensive ruling
consciousness, suffering consciousness, reform and opening consciousness, development consciousness, etc. The
contents of the CPC’s ruling party consciousness include consciousness of ruling for the people, governance
consciousness, democratic consciousness, scientific consciousness and top priority consciousness, etc. It is of great
realistic significance to enhance the three consciousness by studying party’s theory knowledge, strengthening party
member’s consciousness, improving the party’s image, listening to the public’s interests, absorbing and drawing lessons
from other cultures.

Key Words: Communist Party of China; party politics; political party culture; political party consciousness; ruling

party COl’lSCiOllSl’leSS; govern consciousness
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