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Sociolinguistic Analysis of the Chinese “shi”-Structured Sentences
XIE Zhengming
(School of Literal arts, Huaiyin Normal University, Huaian 223300, China)

Abstract: The paper investigates Chinese the shi-structured sentences in terms of their variations of sex, age, profession
and politics. According to the corpus statistics, compared with “men”, “women” is more directly used before the
character of “shi” in the shi-structured sentences. Compared with the “adults”, the “kids” is more directly used before or
after the character of “shi” in the shi-structured sentences. Compared with the other professions, “farmers” is more
directly used before or after the character of “shi” in the shi-structured sentences. Compared with the “commoners”, the
“government” is more directly used before or after the character of “shi” in the shi-structured sentences.

Key Words: “shi’-structures sentence; sociolinguistics; social variation; quantitative analysis
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