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On writing brush from Xuanzhou in the Tang Dynasty
WEN Yuanyuan
(College of History and Culture, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, China)

Abstract: In the Tang Dynasty, writing brush from Xuanzhou was called violet pekoe pen because of its special
manufacturing materials—violet pekoe. Xuancheng Zhuge family made pens for generations, which were all of high
quality so as to have won high reputation, thus writing brush from Xuanzhou was also known as Zhuge pen. The violet
pekoe pen and Zhuge pen became the representatives of writing brushes from Xuanzhou. Violet pekoe came from the
middle mountain in Xuanzhou lishui, rather than from the Zhongshan Country in Han Dynasty. The writing brush from
Xuanzhou was made excellent, people who used writing brush from Xuanzhou were very extensive, and evaluation
about it was very high. Writing brushes from Xuanzhou were used tribute pen at least in the Tianbao years of Tang
Dynasty. As a tribute pen, the writing brush from Xuanzhou had to meet more strict quality requirements. However,
through the prosperity of the Tang and Northern Song Dynasties, the writing brush from Xuanzhou was in decline for a
variety of reasons.

Key Words: Tang Dynasty; writing brush from Xuanzhou; violet pekoe; Zhuge pen; decline
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