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“Soft” and “Melancholy”
——the “Mood” of Shen Congwen’s Works

CHEN Cailin

(College of Liberal Arts, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: The “mood” is the core of Shen Congwen’s literary creation. “Soft” and “melancholy” are the basic
emotional elements in his works. Both emotional elements were fused together into the dynamic emotional flow in a lot
of aspects of his works. The mood flow stretched in the dimension of time and diffused in the dimension of space, thus
forming the perceptual atmosphere like smoke and fog. In the atmosphere, “soft” reflects that Shen Congwen was dizzy
with Xiangxi and loved it, and the correspondence of man and nature. It permeated the fabric of the works and formed
the poetic space that people and their land fused each other. It is the fountain of emotional appeal of soil, and also the
foundation that on which he captured the life’s ideal form. “Melancholy” melted with “soft” because the “beautiful and
sorrowful” artistic conception in the physical level, and in the metaphysical level through the reflection to the past,
present and future on “human events” gained the deep sorrow sense of history. The aesthetic realization by the “mood”
is the most of the main aesthetic characteristics of Shen Congwen’s woks. The interweaves of “Soft” and “melancholy”
reflecting the aesthetic intention that the beauty and the sadness, the scenery and the mood, the poetry and the
philosophy fused each other. By this way his works gained multiple aesthetic effect.

Key Words: Shen Congwen; Mood; “Soft” and “melancholy”; Multiple aesthetic effect (4R $A>4AE]



