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A presuppositional account for island effects of Chinese wh-phrases
XUE Xiaoying
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Abstract: Differing from other wh-phrases, weishenme (why) exhibits island effects and can not be interpreted out of
such islands as a complex NP, a subject island and an adjunct. The difference can be attributed to their different
presuppositions. Shei (who), shenme (what), nali (where), shenmeshihou (when) and zenmeyang (how) are existential
quantifiers with interrogative features. Their answers set the values of these existential quantifiers. With no existential
quantifiers in its presupposition, a WHY-question presupposes the truth of a non-WHY-proposition. A WHY-question
aims at a focus of a sentence and an answer to a why-question explains the advantages of a focus over other members in
its alternative set. Weishenme (why) does not move at logical form and can not be interpreted out of an island since its
scope position coincides with its syntactic position.

Key Words: Chinese wh-phrases; island effects; presupposition; focus; LF-movement
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