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The Singular Aesthetic Taste of Literati’s Daily Life
in Late Ming Dynasty

ZENG Tingting
(Guangdong Polytechnic Normal University, Guangzhou 510665, China)

Abstract: The singular aesthetic taste performed incisively and vividly in literati’s life in late Ming Dynasty. It not only
revealed the aesthetics of integration with politics, economy, thinking and culture, but also sublimated to the modern
spirit of aesthetics from one kind of life mode in late Ming Dynasty. It showed concretely in the fashionable pursuit of
disliking ordinary but fantasy, and favoring innovation and preferring singularity. It also showed the taste worship of
being good at innovating, expecting fantasying and including reasons of making sense. Meanwhile, it showed the
aesthetic personality of creating and polishing the masterpiece ball by himself. The aesthetic spirit of singular in late
Ming Dynasty, which exploited its own power comprehensively, embodied a strong modern quality and reflected the
progress of aesthetics, broke through from the beauty of Confucian qualities of being “gentle, honest and reliable”, and
was rooted in the sensing life by individual and daily life. The taste, however, without developing sufficiently and
extending further, had been submerged and restrained by the fake classicism as the old dynasty was replaced by a new
one.

Key Words: Late Ming Dynasty; Daily Aesthetics; Singular Taste; Personality
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