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Defense or deviation?
—On Heinrich Cunnow’s understanding and practice of
Marxist historical materialism

ZHENG Ru
(Center for Studies of Marxist Social Theory, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: Cunow is one of the most important theorists in the period of the Second International, who occupies a
controversial position in the development history of Marxism. However, he is always neglected. He had his own unique
understanding of Marxist historical materialism, and made application in the area of anthropology originally. He also
devoted himself to developing and spreading of Marxism. There is a close relationship between criticism on him and his
understanding of Marxist historical materialism. Comparing with Lafargue, who was recognized as an economic
determinist, he seemed to defend Marxist historical materialism, but he deviated it essentially. In his view, it was
economic materialism. Based on it, he made study on capitalism and came to very different conclusions from Marx. It
will be greatly benefit for the construction of Chinese society to examine Cunow’s ideas in contemporary China.
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