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An analysis and contemporary comparison of the concept of
Jin Yuelin’s epistemology

CUI Zhizhong
(Philosophy Department, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: As a concept, epistemology is the whole description about the theory of knowledge. As is well known that
different philosophers endorse different interpretations to the concept of epistemology. In Jin Yuelin’s opinion,
epistemology supplies explanations for knowledge that is objective. In contrast, contemporary epistemologists don’t
directly admit the existence of knowledge. By analyzing the concept of knowledge and arguing in favor of knowledge
claims, they consider epistemology as the theory of knowledge and the theory of justification that replies for challenges
offered by skeptics. Through comparatively studying the two kinds of the concept of epistemology, the author comes to
the conclusion that Jin Yuelin’s epistemology pays more attention to theoretical objectivity and constitutive property of
knowledge. However, it ignores the challenges from skeptics and lacks valid argument for his standpoints.

Key Words: Jin Yuelin; epistemology; the theory of knowledge; the theory of justification; skepticism; justification
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