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Kant’s criticism and reconstruction of the enlightenment politics
YUAN Liguo
(Center for Fundamentals of Philosophy, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: Kant’s political philosophy has been a controversial topic. This paper contends that Kant’s political
philosophy stems from the criticism and reconstruction of enlightenment politics. At first, Kant criticized the
enlightenment utilitarianism ideology through transcendental ethics. Then, he reconstructed the enlightenment
individual rights and demonstrated the reality of liberal legal states. Kant hold the boundaries of moral and law strictly.
As a result, Kant not only avoided the risk of moral politics, buy also endowed a profound moral dignity for liberal
politics. Kant’s philosophy deepened the political enlightenment.
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