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The Relationship between the Literary Style and Language Style of
the New Novel in Late Qing

HE Yuntao
(Chinese Department, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: Social life and traditional culture in late Qing underwent a major period of changes, and the emergence of
new literary concepts clashed with the old. To protect and save the nation, to enlighten the people, the traditional
Chinese vernacular novels were selected as the best political tool. The new novel learned more vernacular language and
its novel form from Chinese vernacular novels, and the novel’s “name”, in fact mixed styles. To enlighten the people by
the new carrier from the new novel and deep-rooted culture tradition of the late Qing’s Intellectuals, although in theory
the late Qing’s Intellectuals tried their best to advocate the vernacular, new fiction media was actually showing the
status of multi-media mixture. In the specific historical context, the New novels formed the mixed situations between
the classical Chinese and vernacular Chinese. The classical Chinese includes the Ancient, thyme and simple classical
Chinese. The Vernacular Chinese can be divided into the ancient vernacular, dialect and Europeanization vernacular,
The New novel language promoted changes and fusion of multi-media, and constructed more expressive language style.

Key Words: The new novel; the classicial Chinese; vemacular Chinese; dialect; multi-media
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