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On Yang Hsien-yi’s Poetry Writing and Translation
XIN Hongjuan, TANG Hongmin
(School of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: As a most distinguished translator in the 20™ century, Yang Hsien-yi, together with his wife Gladys Yang, has
translated many Chinese classics into English and so to accomplish remarkable achievements. However, since he has
put more emphasis on translation practice rather than relevant theoretical research, the apotheosis of his translation
ideas seems to draw far less than adequate attention. Studies of Yang Hsien-yi in the academic circle have up to now
focused mainly on his numerous translations, yet comparatively much fewer efforts have been made to dig out his
translation thoughts. Therefore, this paper labors to describe a rather new picture of Yang Hsien-yi as a poet, so as to
explore the relationship between his poetry writing and poetry translation. The present authors thus wish to make their
own efforts in the overall academic research about Yang Hsien-yi as a translator, and if possible, to shed light upon
poetry translation.

Key Words: Yang Hsien-yi; poetry; poetry writing; poetry translation; translator’s subjectivity
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