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The deliberation of solution to collective action’s plight in
the sight of harmonious society

SHI Jie
(School of Government, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: As to the governace of commons, the traditional collective action theory holds that collective action’s plight
is inevitable due to the Free-rider Problem, and the solution of the plight is to resort to either government or market.
However, Austerom puts forward that there is a third way to eliminate the plight besides two traditional ways mentioned
above, that is, Social Self-governance. Due to the collective impact of historic tradition, systematic inertia and social
environment, national coercive power may be too strong and face the danger of government failure; market
interest-oriented motivation may be trapped in hesitation and dilemma as a result of potential risk and uncertainty;
social self-governance may undergo development hinderance because of limited development space for social groups
and lack of social capital. Consequently, it is imperative for us to rebuild our government into service type government,
enhance social governance and promote reform of service type government. Through retreating of government for the
expansion of society and market, it is possible for us to entail a three-dimensional governance structure, thus building a
harmonious society.

Key Words: harmonious society; collective action’s plight; the commons; public goods; common resource
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