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The existing problems and countermeasures of
implementing the essential drugs system

GUO Gong', SUN Zhenqiu', HE Qiong', XU Linyong', XIAO Yazhou?, ZHAO Xiaohua'

(1. School of Public Health of Central South University, Changsha 410078, China;
2. Office of Maternal and Child Care Service Centre of Hunan Province, Changsha 410008, China)

Abstract: The national essential drugs got steady development in more than 3 decades, to a certain extent, which
satisfied the people's basic medical health needs, and improved the patients’ ability to pay for drugs in basic medical
institutions effectively. Therefore, the essential drugs system becomes a key of the reform of medical system at present
our country. Based on the analysis of the essential drugs policies and application through the domestic literature, we
foud that as the unscientific selection of essential drugs, there exist the absent relevant policies, the imperfect
compensation mechanism of medical and health institutions, and so on, leading to the availability disorders
phenomenon of essential drugs highlighted, such as the inadequate production and supply of essential drugs, the low
reserves of medical institutions, the doctors not to be willing to prescribe essential drugs, the patient not to be willing to
buy essential drugs, and so on, which hindered the implementation of essential drugs system. This study puts forward
the related policy suggestions. The authors believe that we can formulate essential drugs catalogue scientificly and
update it timely, and improve the availability, and perfect the compensation method of medical institution drugs zero
error rate policy in order to guarantee the implementation of essential drugs system.

Key Words: essential drugs; essential drugs system; selection; availability; compensation method
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