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Comments on theory of political guard about middle class of Mills
LIU Jianwei
(School of Humanity, Xi’an University of Electronic Science and Technology, Xi’an 710071, China)

Abstract: The theory of political guard about middle class established by Mills pointed out that the middle class had
speculative tendencies of opportunism, so it could not be the organizer and leader in political movement, in spite of the
role of the participants and followers. Some scholars have misunderstood the theory, taking “political guard” as
“political apathy” and political “balance wheel”. In fact, in the book of white-collar workers-United States’ middle
classes, Mills applied the term of “political apathy” to describe the universal social psychology among American people
after World War II, rather than referring to the middle class, and the view of political “balance wheel” he quoted was of
other scholars, not his own. Today, it has great theoretical and practical significance for us to grasp the theory of
political guard about middle class, in terms of clear understanding and healthy development of the middle class.

Key Words: Mills; middle class; political guard; Political apathy; political “balance wheel”
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