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On two of Lin Zhang’s Scholar Operas in Ming Dynasty
Pan Peizhong
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: Lin Zhang, a playwright in Ming Dynasty, had a bold and uninhibited character. His life was legendary and
full of frustrations. Lin Zhang created two dramatic works—Guan Deng Ji and Qing Qiu Ji, reflecting the two tough
periods in his life. The former expresses the true feelings of frustrated scholars who failed in the imperial exams, while
the latter expresses the author's distress and doubt on the miscarriage of justice which he suffered from. These two
scholar operas are both depictions of the scholars’ images in the middle of Ming dynasty, showing the distinguishing
features in such aspects as conception, creation and language. The playwright’s great talent and moral courage are
fully demonstrated through these two works.

Key Words: Lin Zhang; scholar opera; Guan Deng Ji; Qing Qiu Ji
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