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The U.S. psychological strategic warfare operations toward Western
Europe during the Early Cold War
—In the perspective of the psychological strategic warfare plans

SHI Penghai
(School of Foreign Languages, Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064, China)

Abstract: In the early 1950’s, the U. S. government commenced to apply the psychological warfare as one of the
strategies to contain the so-called communist expansion. Against the background of the Cold War, the Western Europe,
because of its important political, economic, ideological and strategic role to the U.S., both the Truman Administration
and the Eisenhower Administration considered it as the most made significant area for its global strategy. However, the
collapsing and the rapid development of the communist power made it possible for the communist to win the election
and take office. In order to cultivate the Western Europeans pro-American and the anti-communist inclination as well as
to support the West Germany and strengthen the unity of the NATO, the Truman Administration and the Eisenhower
Administration formulated a series of psychological strategic plans toward Western Europe. Through the
implementation of these plans, the U.S. government succeeded in weakening the communist power in the Western
Europe, reducing the anti-Americanism, realizing the goals of stabilizing the Western Europe, consolidating the Western
camp and maintaining the U.S. strategic benefit. And from the on, the Western European countries became the U.S.
followers in the international affairs.

Key Words: the Cold War; the U.S. psychological strategy toward West Europe; the Truman Administration; the
Eisenhower Administration
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