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The local experiment of constitutional ideal

the renewed discussion of Liang Qi-chao and

provincial autonomy of Hunan

LIU Zongling, XIA Yan

(School of Marxism Education, University of Electronic Science and Technology, Chengdu 610051, China;
The Graduate School, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract: During the allied-provinces automatic movement in 1920s, Hunan Province played a vanward role, and it is
also the unique province which put the ideas of provincial autonomy into practice. At that time many elite intellectuals
took part in this movement gradually, and the same is Liang Qi-chao who played a rather important role in it. But Liang
was not a federationist who supported decentralism confirmedly, which is different from other scholars' previous
opinions. He supported Hunan’s autonomy not just for the aim of Joint-Provinces’ Autonomy, but for putting his
constitutional ideal into practice by using it as an experiment.

Key Words: Provincial Autonomy of Hunan; Liang Qi-chao; constitutional ideal; local experiment
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