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Lexicalization of Balai and Grammaticalization
of ba and lai in Zhuzi Yuleéi

WANG Xiaoqiong, WEI Yanli

(School of Humanities, Chongqing University of Technology, Chongging 400054, China;
International Education School, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: The structure balai in in Zhuzi Yulei experiences the process of lexicalization and grammaticalization in the
elements. ba and lai in Zhtzi Yuléi has muti-semantic of bal, ba2, ba3 and lail, 1ai2, 14i3 while the lexicalization form
bélai has a sole-structure semantic. balai results in the topicalization of bélai and the lexicalization of bal and lai. Verbal
quality of balai manifests the return of verbal and movable meaning, appearing stable and directive performance in the
syntactical change. The formation of baldi demonstrates the grammaticalization of the units differs from the
lexicalization of the structures.

Key Words: Zhuzi Yuléi; balai structure; lexicalization; grammaticalization
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