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On the Scalawags of America during the Era of South Reconstruction
WANG Shuxia
(School of History and Culture Industry, University of Jinan, Jinan 250022, China)

Abstract: The term scalawag, literally meaning smearing lexicon, was applied to those native southerners who
supported Congressional Reconstruction by conservative southerners, or meaning native southerners who cooperated
with freedmen and carpetbaggers and supported the policy of the Republican Party. Most of them originated from the
unionists who opposed separation during the Civil War, some were turned from rebels. They put the policy of
Congressional Reconstruction into effect, and played an important role that made the rebel states return to the federal
government. From the view of preserving uniting of the nation, they were a group of men who could judge correctly
and conform to the development of the political position. They were not the traitors called by the conservative white
southerners. When the South Reconstruction was to end, they abandoned the South Reconstruction, the power of the
reconstructed states fell to the white southerners.

Key Words: scalawag; south reconstruction of America; Federalism; Military Reconstruction Act
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