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On inevitable failure of American congressional radical
reconstruction after the Civil War

YANG Kui

(School of History and Culture, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130022, China)

Abstract: The failure of American congressional radical reconstruction after the Civil War was inevitable. The

congressional reconstruction featuring racial equality was beyond the scope that the white could accept and was

contrary to worldwide wave of racism and colonialism at that time. Due to racism and the great advantages at numbers,

economy and arms of the southern whites, the radical state governments couldn’t last on their own resources. However,

the federal government couldn’t offer enough protection owing to federalism and the constraints of using forces.

Key Words: Civil War; Presidential reconstruction; congressional reconstruction; racism
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