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On historiographer culture characteristic of
dreamland depicture in Zuozhuan

XIA Jixian
(Literature Faculty of Hubei University, Wuhan 430062, China)

Abstract: To describe the dreamland is the distinctive feature for zuozhuan among works of literature in Qin dynasty.
The characteristic of recording dreamland in zuozhuan was subject to the sorcery history culture then, because it’s the
main duty for historiographer to divine by interpreting dreams and to record them. Meanwhile, the accommodation
thought in Zouyi influenced the historiographer so deeply that it could alter the mystery of dreams, and took the
objective, reality-facing perspective to treat significant historical changes. It’s the accommodation thought that makes
the description of dream in zuozhuan so complex, flexible and objective. In addition, historiographers in Zhou dynasty
are not only the founders, but also the managers and the executive officers of the /i. To safeguard /i in a special way, the
doctrine of recording, was their duties. So the recording of dreamland in zuozhuan was also affected and branded by /i.

Key Words: zuozhuan; dreamland; historiographer culture; Zouyi; li
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