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On Hu Shih’s literature thoughts of humanistic spirit
LUO Xuan

(1. College of Liberal Arts, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China;
2. Department of Chinese, Hunan University of Science and Engineering, Yongzhou 425006, China)

Abstract: Humanistic spirit is rich in Hu Shih’s literature thoughts, he called for creating “living literature” and “true
literature”, to eliminate the “dead literature” and “false literature”. In particular, Hu Shih’s literary thought of
humanistic care spirit is mainly embodied in two aspects: first, critical in imitation of the ancients, unable to
communicate views on death literature, advocating changes at any time, know how to communicate views live literature
and, second, criticism of lying false testimony, thinking of superficial literature, advocating strict realism and deep
thinking power of true literature. Hu Shih’s literature is rich in the thoughts of that spirit of humanism, of which the
reason is that he was deeply rooted in Chinese traditional culture. On the one hand, he was influenced by the
“benevolence thought the personal responsibility”. On the other hand he was deeply steeped in Western culture,
especially Western humanistic ideology.

Key Words: Hu Shi literary thought; humanistic concern; dead literature; living literature; false literature; true literature
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