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An analysis of La Modification and Structuralism

LI Yueyan

(Department of Literature, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: Although there are some traditional facts in the writing of Michel Butor’s La Modification, the novel
complies with the law of Structuralism strictly. The novel abandons most of the traditional writing styles, such as the
time, the space, the centre, the plot, the character and the theme. Both the time and the centre in the novel were
disassembled. It takes a synchronic description instead of the diachronic one. The narrative structure would otherwise
be displaced one by one forever. Furthermore, the text makes the readers feel disordered, indefinite, fuzzy and
fragmentary. However, all those facts in the novel do not vanish, which can be found in another way.

Key Words: Modification; Michel Butor; structuralism; narrative; deconstruction
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