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The constitutional values of constitutional autonomy of
Hunan Province in the early Republic of China

DING Dechang
(School of Law, Hunan University of Arts and Science, Changde 415000, China)

Abstract: Constitutional Autonomy of Hunan province in the early Republic of China was the general trend of China’s
political development, which was the earliest trial to find the modern federalism, a real sense of the early Republican
constitutional enlightenment, and the first democratic attempt of a large country. It promoted the initial awakening of
civic consciousness, and the initiation of civil society. Although it did not achieve the success in the actual operation, it
was the first real constitutional operation in real citizens’ life of one of China’s provinces. It provided a historical
moment for a civil society in Hunan to practise constitutionalism and democracy.
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