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Adjustment, cooperation and integration: on the UK-France Defense
Co-operation Agreement and the change of Britain’s international role

XUYi
(History Department, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: On November 2, 2010, Britain and France signed a defense cooperation agreement for 50 years in London,
which has its own great significance. Since the Brown Government came into power, the British government had
already begun to readjust the international role defined by the Blair Government. Based on it and the new cognition to
the changing international structure, David Cameron continued to do so after he assumed the reins of government, by
making Britain more integrated into the EU, promoting an efficient EU’s Common Defence and Security Policy, and
supporting of establishing a powerful EU the independent defence, which reflects the British foreign policy tradition of
reason, flexibility and pragmatism. The Cameron Government’s goal is that Britain, as a real leader of the EU, should
play a more resolute, persistent and independent role in European and international affairs, which is signified by is the
UK-France Defence Co-operation Agreement.

Key Words: UK-France Defense Co-operation Agreement; Britain; readjustment of international role
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