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Christian country of Richard Hooker
the theological interpretation behind Tudor monarchy

LI Wei
(The School of Philosophy and Public Administration, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, China)

Abstract: Richard Hooker was the theologian and political thinker under Tudor Reformation, “Christian country” that
Hooker constructed provides demonstration not only for the reasonable relation between church and country in Tudor
dynasty which was marching toward nation-state but also for mixed polity of Tudor dynasty. Hooker’s contradictory
validation of the Tudor during the Queen Elizabeth I derived from his nationalism complex. The reflection on the
significance and limitation of Hooker’s “Christian country” can be beneficial to deepening the understanding of nation-
state.

Key Words: Richard Hooker; Christian country; reformation; nation-state
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