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Social mechanisms: a new approach in social sciences
LI Junpeng
(Department of Sociology, Columbia University, New York 10027, U.S.A.)

Abstract: Social mechanisms are one of the latest approaches in the philosophy of social sciences and relevant
empirical researches during the last decade. As the concept is relatively new, disagreements far outnumber consensuses
in academia. Based on a survey of social science researches, the author proposes an initial definition: social mechanisms

are a causal explanatory approach that is against covering laws and pays extra attention to temporality and multiple
levels of explanation.
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